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 President’s Message 

 Wow, where did 2025 go!  This past year really did go by in the blink of an eye.  And 

these last few days it still feels like fall with this warm, dry weather.  But I am sure the cold, 

wet weather is on the way.  It wouldn’t be Louisiana if we didn’t wake up everyday wondering 

how to dress—shorts and t-shirts or coats and sweats! 

 We finished 2025 with a great Thanksgiving Tour in Nacogdoches.  Unfortunately, I was 

not able to enjoy the entire tour, but the parts that I made were top notch.  Thanks to Lesia 

for putting this event on.  And thank you to everyone who supported her during that time 

while I was unable to be there.  Following that we had a great Christmas luncheon at Chef 

Roy’s in Rayne which included our December board meeting.  Please be sure to read the 

meeting minutes included in this newsletter.  At the luncheon, we recognized eight members 

for making all four point earning events.  Thank you to everyone that attended one or more 

of the Regional point earning events and/or the quarterly drive and dines. 

 To start the new year off right, Lesia needs an updated roster from each Chapter.  

Please include all contact information in this roster.  You can email her your 2026 roster at 

lflass@yahoo.com. 

 In 2026 we will have three point earning events; the Christmas luncheon (last month), 

2026 Louisiana Tour hosted by Baton Rouge in May, and a tour hosted by CENLA in the fall.  

We will also have the quarterly drive and dines,  and hopefully another Thanksgiving Tour.  In 

addition, each Chapter will plan their own activities.  If your chapter has something special 

planned, please let us know.   I strongly encourage members to invite guest to these events so 

they can see how much fun being a part of AACA can be.   

 Thank you for making my first year as regional president such an enjoyable year.  I hope 

2026 is as successful as 2025 was.   

God bless, 

James Lass 

Regional President 
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2026 CONTRABAND OFFICERS 

President:   Faye Drake 

    fayedrake@sbcglobal.net  

    337-794-5678 

 

Vice-President:  Dr. Harry Kleinman 

    drvette@bellsouth.net  

    337-540-4006 

 

Secretary:   Christina Blanchard 

    cblanchard91@aol.com 

    337-990-3535 

 

Treasurer:   Bunny LeDoux 

    rjledoux@bellsouth.net  

    337-240-0771 

 

Newsletter Editor: Ted Drott 

    tddrott@yahoo.com     

    337-278-2445 

 

 

2026 CENLA OFFICERS 

President:   Leo Dobard 

    leo.dobard@yahoo.com 

    318-452-9975 

 

Vice President:  HerbComeaux 

    comohjc1953@aol.com 

    318-419-7841 

 

Treasurer:   James Lass 

    jameslass@bellsouth.net 

    318-308-3582 

 

Secretary/Editor:  Lesia Lass 

    lflass@yahoo.com 

    318-201-8683 
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2026 BATON ROUGE OFFICERS 

President:   Wally Waguespack 

    wwag@att.net 

    225-202-0023 

 

Vice President:   

 

Treasurer:   Wally Waguespack 

 

Secretary/Editor:  Bob McCarron 

    bobmccarronjr@yahoo.com 

    225-610-9048 

 

2026 EVANGELINE OFFICERS 

President:   Barton Guidroz 

    z20zordiug@yahoo.com 

    337-288-1622 

 

Vice President:  Russell Alleman 

    rjalleman@cox.net 

    337-288-3531 

 

Treasurer:   Judie Alleman 

    Rjalleman@cox.net 

    337-288-3531 

 

Secretary/Editor:  Brenda Derouen 

     derouenbrenda2@gmail.com 

    337-278-4930 

   



 

 

2026 LAGNIAPPE OFFICERS 

President:   Whitney Richard 

    whitney@bayourat.com 

    985-722-4120 

 

Vice President:  Freddie Hebert 

    freddiehebert@yahoo.com 

    985-856-0916 

 

Treasurer:   John Welch 

    ad5yp@comcast.net 

    985-381-3302 

 

Secretary:   Celeste Hebert 

     freddiehebert@yahoo.com 

    985-790-6942 

 

Editor:   Buddy Whitney 

    whitneyb15@att.net 

    985-876-1596 
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Board Meeting December 7, 2025 
Christmas Party, Rayne, LA 

 
James Lass, Regional President, called the meeting to order at 11:45 a.m. with a roll call of 

Chapters. James passed out an agenda and the treasurer’s report to the board members.  

Those in attendance were: 

James Lass, Regional President 
Faye Drake, Contraband President 
Andy Slovacek, Evangeline President 
Leo Dobard, Cenla President 
Whitney Richard, Lagniappe President 
Skipper McAdams, Proxy for Wally Waguespack, Baton Rouge President 
Harry Kleinman, Treasurer 
Perry Richardson, Historian 
Lesia Lass, Secretary (Lesia was present but was gifting each present member with a Christmas gift from the region.  She recorded 
the meeting.) 
 
Guests in attendance: 
Ron Sonnier 
Jim Stratton 
Bart Guidroz 
Bob McCarron 
 
 
Minutes of Meeting from May:  James asked if anyone had any comments/changes to the minutes of the May meeting as printed 
in the Duster.  Faye Drake made motion to accept the May 2025 minutes as printed in the Duster with Whitney Richard seconding 
and the motion passed.  
 
Treasury Report:   
 
Harry Kleinman, treasurer, gave an update on the state of the region treasury.  He informed the board that Lagniappe paid their 
regional dues in July instead of January so that amount was included in December’s report instead of May’s. Leo Dobard made a 
motion to accept the report as read by Harry with Andy seconding the motion, and the motion passed.   
 
Scholarships:  James informed everyone that three out of the five chapters were matched with the regional funds.  Andy Slovacek 
asked for clarification on can the scholarship be a donation to something or does it have to be in the form of a scholarship.  James 
informed him as per the May’s vote that it could be in the form of a donation.  Cenla donated to Glenmora High School’s automo-
tive department; Baton Rouge donated to Model A Youth Restoration; Lagniappe made two donations to a battered women’s 
shelter and a local food bank.  However, the region only matched Lagniappe the $200 amount even though they gave two sepa-
rate donations.  Harry asked are the matching funds an annual amount.  James clarified that at the May meeting there was an ap-
proved vote that for 2025 it would be a matching annual amount of $200 for donations.  There needs to be a revote on the 2026 
year on whether this goes back to original scholarship fund or do we continue as a donation/scholarship fund.  Harry made motion 
to continue the annual matching funds of $200 annually for 2026.  Whitney seconded; the motion passed.  Andy asked if Evange-
line could still get the matching $200 for 2025 since they haven’t donated their funds yet.  Harry and James agreed that since 
Evangeline hadn’t received the matching funds for 2025 they could still get it when they make a donation for 2025. 
 
Harry asked for clarification in regard to the $7 regional fee of the cost on the mailing of the Duster to those that do not have 
email addresses and asked instead of the regional secretary mailing these out for the region that the local chapter secretary print 
and bring to monthly meetings to hand out to anyone not getting them in their emails.  James said that Lesia (regional secretary) is 
mailing approximately 5-8 copies out for the region and that it costs approximately $2.50 for postage on each plus the  
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Minutes of Meeting Continued: 
 
cost of the ink, paper, and envelopes.  It was also pointed out that the ones receiving their Duster in the mail, generally are not 
attending any monthly meetings so therefore printing and bringing to the meeting would not accomplish those members receiving 
their Duster.  James and Faye pointed out that the $7 regional fee was voted on at the May 2025 meeting to discontinue only for 
the year 2026.  It will need to be revisited at the May 2026 meeting on whether to discontinue for the year 2027 year.  It was not 
voted to permanently discontinue this fee.  James pointed out that other costs for the region were the Chicot park fee for the 
summer picnic, the gifts given out for the December meeting, and the awards given out at the December meeting.  
 

 
Tour Rotations:  
Louisiana Tour Rotation is as follows: 
The 2026 Louisiana Tour will be hosted by Baton Rouge in Gonzales.   
2027 – Evangeline 
2028 – Contraband 
2029 – Lagniappe 
2030 – Cenla 
2031 – Horseless Carriage 
Rotation repeats 
 
Chapter Tour Rotations: 
2026 – Cenla 
2027 – Lagniappe 
2028 – Cenla and Baton Rouge 
2029 – Evangeline 
2030 – Contraband and Baton Rouge 
 
Quarterly Drive & Dine: 
1st Qtr – Lagniappe 
2nd Qtr – Cenla 
3rd Qtr – Contraband 
4th Qtr – Evangeline 
 
James asked that everyone be aware when planning their dates for the quarterly drive and dine to make sure not to plan too close 
to other scheduled events such as the tours.   
 
2026 Point Earning Events:  James reminded everyone that at the May 2025 meeting the two questions that were tabled were to 
either eliminate all together the point earning and tracking of point earning events; or keeping the point earning events and track-
ing them and do we include the drive and dine events in the tracking of points.  Faye said the consensus for Contraband is to keep 
point earning events but do not include drive and dine in the tracking.  James said the first vote is whether or not the region elimi-
nates tracking point earning events.   James asked for discussions on this vote and gave some statistics concerning point earning 
events and who attends: 

150 region members for 2025 
8 members made the four point earning events in 2025 
9 members made three out of the four point earning events in 2025 
15 members made two out of the four point earning events in 2025 
39 members made one out of the four point earning events in 2025 
71 out of the 150 members made any of the four point earning events in 2025 
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Minutes of Meeting Continued: 
 
Faye made motion to keep point earning events as is in the bylaws with Harry seconding the motion: 

James asked each club for their vote on keeping as is the point earning events: 
Faye – Contraband – yes 
Leo – Cenla – yes 
Skipper (proxy) – Baton Rouge – yes 
Whitney – Lagniappe – yes 
Andy – Evangeline – no 
Harry – board member – yes 
Perry – board member – yes 
James – board member – yes 
Point earning events and tracking these events will be continued as approved by majority of chapters. 
 
The vote to include the drive and dine in the point earning events was not approved by all chapter presidents.  Point earn-

ing events as written in the bylaws states that events should preferably be a multi-day event.  Drive and dines are one day events so 
the consensus was that drive and dine will not be included in the point earning events tracking. 

 
James asked if there were any other business to discuss.  Faye reminded Whitney that Lagniappe Chapter will provide the 

2027 and 2028 years president, secretary, and treasurer for the region.  James pointed out that nominations will be held in May 
2026 for the 2027/28 positions.  Harry informed Whitney that he would be willing to continue as regional treasurer if Lagniappe 
didn’t have anyone willing to take that position.  

 
James asked for motion to adjourn the regional board meeting.  Bart made a motion with Whitney seconding.  James ad-

journed the meeting. 
 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING: 
 
James led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance and Jim Stratton led the group in a prayer. 
 
James recognized those that were first time attendees to the regional meeting/Christmas party. 
 
He then recapped those things discussed in the board meeting: 

Continue scholarship/donations for 2026 
Point earning events will continue as stated in bylaws 
Louisiana Tour hosted by Baton Rouge in May 
Cenla will do a fall tour in 2026 
Quarterly Drive & Dines continue rotation 

 

Each president then gave an update on upcoming planned events: 
Skipper McAdams (proxy for Wally) Baton Rouge – Louisiana Tour 2026 first weekend in May will be held in Gonzales at the Clarion 
Hotel.  There is an error in the phone number as printed on the registration form.  225-285-4614 is the correct phone number.  Le-
sia as regional secretary will email the correct phone number to all regional members.  Code for group rate is 1844 Antique Car 
Club.   
 
Leo Dobard, Cenla – Will be hosting the second quarter drive and dine with date and place to be determined.  Cenla is in the plan-
ning stages of their 2026 tour.  Approximate date will be sometime in September.  Officers for Cenla will be the same for 2026 as 
2025. 
 
Faye Drake, Contraband – Their chapter just finished ringing Salvation Army Bells for the holidays in shifts from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m.  Contraband has the 3rd quarter drive and dine.  Contraband officers will be the same for 2026 as they were in 2025 with the 
exception of secretary.  Mary Henry will be stepping down as secretary and Christina Blanchard will be taking over those responsi-
bilities. 
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Minutes of Meeting Continued: 
 
 
Andy Slovacek, Evangeline – Will host 4th quarter drive and dine.  Bart Guidroz will be the 2026 president; Rusell Alleman will be 
vice president; Brenda DeRouen, secretary; Judie Alleman, treasurer.  Bart and Susan will be planning the Thanksgiving 2026 tour. 
 
Whitney Richard, Lagniappe – Will host 1st quarter drive & dine, date hasn’t been set but looking at March.  Whitney presented to 
Ron Sonnier a framed picture of his car that Whitney took at the Founder Tours at Jefferson Island. 
 
 
 
Presentation of point earning events awards to: 
Wally & Lulu Waguespack – Baton Rouge (not in attendance) 
Herb & Teri Comeaux – Cenla (Herb not in attendance but Teri was there) 
Faye Drake – Contraband 
Ted & Cindy Drott – Contraband (not in attendance) 
Richard & Bunny Ledoux – Contraband 
Larry & Charlotte Rewerts – Contraband 
Perry Richardson – Evangeline 
Ron & Dianne Sonnier – Evangeline 
 
Charlie Matthews Award Presentation: (Herb Comeaux was not in attendance to present the award so James presented on his 
behalf):  Glen James from Contraband for his article “T –Bird Love Affair.”  Glen was unable to attend today’s meeting so Faye 
Drake accepted the award on his behalf and will get the award to Glen. 
 
James wished everyone a Merry Christmas and adjourned the meeting. 
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Louisiana Region 2026 Point Earning Events  

December 7, 2026  Region Board Meeting & Christmas luncheon 

 
May 1-3, 2026   Louisiana Tour hosted by Baton Rouge Chapter 
    Gonzales, Louisiana 
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2026 Drive  and Dine Rotation: 

1st quarter—Lagniappe  

2nd quarter—Cenla date  

3rd quarter—Contraband 

4th quarter—Evangeline 

Louisiana tour Rotation: 

2026—baton rouge 

2027—Evangeline 

2028—contraband 

2029—lagniappe 

2030—cenla 

2031—horseless carriage 
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Would you like registration information and materials about any of these 
National Activities? 

You can: 
 

1. Fill out the activity request card that came with the last issue of Antique Automobile magazine 
and mail it to us. 

  
2. Sign into the members only area of the AACA website to print your own registration form and brochure. You 

can also now fill out your registration online and pay via credit card. You will need your member number and your 
PIN. If you don’t remember your member number and your PIN, give AACA Headquarters a call, and we can pro-

vide you with that information. 
  

3. Call us at AACA Headquarters and we will fill out a request for you and mail you the materials. Call 
717-534-1910 Mon.-Fri. from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Eastern Time. 

 

 
July 23-25, 2026 – Central Spring Nationals 
– Green Bay, WI 
 
August 19-22, 2026 – Annual Grand Nation-
als / Zenith Awards – Allentown, PA – 717-
534-1910 
 
September 9-14, 2026 – Founders Tour 
(1932-2001) – Williamsburg, VA – hosted by 
Historic VA Peninsula Region 
 
September 20-26, 2026 – Revival AAA Glid-
den Tour (Pre-1943) – Dover, DE 

October 6-9, 2026 – Eastern Fall Nationals – 
Hershey, PA – hosted by Hershey Region 

February 5-7, 2026 – Annual Convention/
National Awards – Westfields Marriott Washing-
ton Dulles, Chantilly, VA – 717-534-1910  

March 19-21, 2026 – Special Nationals – 
Guaynabo, Puerto Rico – hosted by Puerto Rico 
Region 
March 26-28, 2026 – Winter Nationals – Cart-
ersville, GA – hosted by Lake Allatoona Region 
 
April 9-11, 2026 – Southeastern Spring Nation-
als – Charlotte, NC – hosted by Hornets Nest 
Region 
 
April 23-25, 2026 – Annual Grand Nationals/
Western Spring Nationals – Las Vegas, NV – 
hosted by Las Vegas Region 

May 28-30, 2026 – Eastern Spring Nationals – 
Indiana, PA – hosted by Shannock Valley Region 
 
June 11-13, 2026 – Southeastern Fall Nationals 
– Oak Ridge, TN – hosted by Volunteer Region  

June 15-19, 2026 – Sentimental Tour – Me-
chanicsburg, PA – hosted by Pontiac-Oakland 
Worldwide Region 
 

https://iglp5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HAmOAnuSVQh4k6RfQIlXpB443ue6KtAac42yfXJWDy75jEa5V0FQRYxC6mbwOu4rnHjFUmIw-KSqaroacyY-r8EdpvrIJJj05sKUhlvPFPyXL-b9EshX4mz2fEB0b3B00fo-0264kvjLnbEA7UAUN7obihm36bxyKE5FoYTmKtg=&c=RUOM46fDijDSWeRRnFM5eb9XckCuTLNMM5Pq03K4dEe
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Check out our clubs’ websites: 

 

https://contrabandaaca.com/ 

 

https://evangelinechapteraaca.com/ 

 

https://cenlaoldcarclub.com/ 

 

https://louisianaregion.aaca.com/ 
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James Lass presenting point earning 

award to Ron & Diane Sonnier 

James Lass presenting point earning 

award to Larry & Charlotte Rewerts 

James Lass presenting point earning 

award to Richard & Bunny LeDoux 

James Lass presenting point earning 

award to  Faye Drake 
James Lass presenting point earning 

award to Perry Richardson 

James Lass presenting point earning 

award to Teri Comeaux 

Regional Board Meeting/Christmas Luncheon 

Sunday, December 7, 2025 

Chef Roy’s Restaurant, Rayne, Louisiana 



 

 

Whitney Richard presented Ron 

Sonnier with a print of his antique car. 
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Jim Stratton telling story of the 

candy cane. 

James Lass showing off his Christmas tie that Faye Drake claims 

all regional presidents have to wear at the meeting. 
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For Sale 

1988 Avanti Convertible 

  

  
Avantis were originally manufactured by Studebaker Corp. in 1962 and 1963 as a fiberglass coupe.  When 

Studebaker ceased production, Leo Newman and Nate Altman, wealthy Studebaker dealers, bought the 

rights to the Avanti, tooling and stock to continue manufacturing the car in one of the Studebaker buildings 

in South Bend, Indiana.  They called it the Avanti II to differentiate it from the Studebaker produced cars. 

Other owners and partners continued to manufacture coupes and convertibles under Avanti Motor Corpora-

tion until 2006. As the company ran out of most Studebaker parts, they began basing the car on GM produc-

tion cars. 

This Avanti, manufactured under the “Michael Kelly Era” in Youngstown, Ohio, is based on a 1988 Chevrolet 

Monte Carlo (GM 305CID).  It is a reliable and road worthy car with 77,038 miles.  It doesn’t burn any oil and 

gets average fuel mileage.  It rides on 15” original chrome wire wheels.  The interior is in good condition. 

AACA National First Senior Award, Naples Fl in 2016. Only about 250 Avanti Convertibles ever produced. 

$20,000 Seller: Fred Duplechin, 985 803-0672 



 

 

The Duster VOLUME 71 ISSUE 1 JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026  Page  21 

1957 Studebaker Silver Hawk 

289 engine, AC, like new tires, runs great, 66,300 miles 

Asking $23,000 

 

Contact Faye Drake 

Cell 337-794-5678 

fayedrake@sbcglobal.net 



 

 

Louisiana  Region  

Antique Automobile Club of America 

Lesia Lass, Editor 

4046 Old Marksville Hwy. 

Pineville, LA  71360 

lflass@yahoo.com 

 


