
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE LOUISIANA REGION AACA  

VOLUME 70                ISSUE  5                   NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2025 

       Official Website for Louisiana Region AACA louisianaregionaaca.com  

Louisiana Region AACA 

Officers 2025-2027 

President  James Lass 
   318-308-3582  
   jameslass@bellsouth.net 
 
Treasurer  Harry Kleinman 
   337-540-4006    
   drvette@bellsouth.net 
 
Secretary/ Editor  Lesia Lass 
   318-201-8683  
   lflass@yahoo.com 
 
Historian/Archives Perry Richardson 
   337-237-0669 
    pcrich@lusfiber.net 
 
Web Master  Whitney Richard 
   504-344-3008  
   whitney@bayourat.com 

Contents 

Pg 1 Regional Officers 

Pg 2   President’s Message 

Pg 3   Region Point Earning Events 

           Drive and Dine Dates 

 

Pg  4  National Events  

Pg 5  Club website addresses & Free membership form 

info 

Pg. 6  Recruitment Information 

Pg. 7  Members highlight 

Pg. 8   AACA  Membership renewal 

Pg.  9  Christmas Luncheon/Region Board Meeting 

Pg. 10   May 2026 Tour 

Pg. 12  Lagniappe Tour Pictures 

Pg. 14-15 For Sale 

Pg. 16   Hurricane Prayer 

Pg. 17  Mailer 

Chapters of the Louisiana Region Antique Automobile Club of America 

Baton Rouge AACA CENLA Old Car Club Contraband AACA Evangeline AACA  Lagniappe AACA 

Baton Rouge, LA  Alexandria, LA  Lake Charles, LA  Lafayette, LA  Houma, LA 

 



 

 

The Duster Volume 70 ISSUE 6 NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2025  Page  2 The Duster Volume 70 ISSUE 6 NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2025  Page  2 

 President’s Message 

 Fall has arrived in full force with the beautiful weather and all the activities!  Big 

shoutout to the Lagniappe Chapter for their successful fall tour.  Sorry I had to back out of 

attending due to a family matter but I understand everyone had a great time.  Thank you to all 

who worked planning the tour and all who attended.   

 Also thank you to the Evangeline Chapter, and Jim and Marguerite Ortego for opening 

their family garage for the fourth quarter drive and dine.  Even though the weather was pretty 

bad that day, we had a good turnout and as always the food and fellowship was top notch. 

 To close out our 2025 year, we have the following: 

• Thanksgiving Tour set for November 18 – 23 in Nacogdoches, TX.  

• Christmas Party and Region Board meeting on December 7 at Chef Roy in Rayne, 

LA.  Flyer in this issue.   

 The Baton Rouge Chapter has been planning the tour for May 1 & 2, 2026 (see the flyer 

in this issue  - it’s two pages).  It looks to have some fun activities for everyone.  Please get 

those registrations mailed into Wally as soon as possible (deadline April 15, 2026) and don’t 

forget to make your hotel reservations.   

I strongly encourage members to invite guest to these events so they can see how much 

fun our club members are having.  Finally, as we finish out the year, everyone should be re-

newing memberships for the 2026 year.  Please help by promptly completing your forms and 

paying your fees when the officers make them available to you. 

God bless, 

James Lass 

Regional President 



 

 

Louisiana Region 2025 Point Earning Events  

December 1, 2024  Region Board Meeting & Installation of officers 2025-2027 

March 21-23, 2025  44th Contraband Chapter Spring Tour 

    Sulphur, LA 
 
May 2-4, 2025   Louisiana Tour hosted by Horseless Carriage Club of  
    New Orleans 
    Tangipahoa Parish 
 
November 7-8, 2025 Lagniappe Fall Tour 
    Houma, LA 
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2025 Drive  and Dine Rotation: 

1st quarter—Lagniappe date set for March 15– 

Feezio’s in Broussard 

2nd quarter—Cenla date set for April 12—Cajun Cat-

fish in Ville Platte 

3rd quarter—Contraband, Aug. 9th C’est Bon Restau-

rant, Mermentau, La 

4th quarter—Evangeline, Oct. 25, Ortego’s home 

Louisiana tour Rotation: 

2026—baton rouge 

2027—Evangeline 

2028—contraband 

2029—lagniappe 

2030—cenla 

2031—horseless carriage 
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Would you like registration information and materials about any of these 
National Activities? 

You can: 
 

1. Fill out the activity request card that came with the last issue of Antique Automobile magazine 
and mail it to us. 

  
2. Sign into the members only area of the AACA website to print your own registration form and brochure. You 

can also now fill out your registration online and pay via credit card. You will need your member number and your 
PIN. If you don’t remember your member number and your PIN, give AACA Headquarters a call, and we can pro-

vide you with that information. 
  

3. Call us at AACA Headquarters and we will fill out a request for you and mail you the materials. Call 
717-534-1910 Mon.-Fri. from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Eastern Time. 

 

 
July 23-25, 2026 – Central Spring Nationals 
– Green Bay, WI 
 
August 19-22, 2026 – Annual Grand Nation-
als / Zenith Awards – Allentown, PA – 717-
534-1910 
 
September 9-14, 2026 – Founders Tour 
(1932-2001) – Williamsburg, VA – hosted by 
Historic VA Peninsula Region 
 
September 20-26, 2026 – Revival AAA Glid-
den Tour (Pre-1943) – Dover, DE 

October 6-9, 2026 – Eastern Fall Nationals – 
Hershey, PA – hosted by Hershey Region 

February 5-7, 2026 – Annual Convention/
National Awards – Westfields Marriott Washing-
ton Dulles, Chantilly, VA – 717-534-1910  

March 19-21, 2026 – Special Nationals – 
Guaynabo, Puerto Rico – hosted by Puerto Rico 
Region 
March 26-28, 2026 – Winter Nationals – Cart-
ersville, GA – hosted by Lake Allatoona Region 
 
April 9-11, 2026 – Southeastern Spring Nation-
als – Charlotte, NC – hosted by Hornets Nest 
Region 
 
April 23-25, 2026 – Annual Grand Nationals/
Western Spring Nationals – Las Vegas, NV – 
hosted by Las Vegas Region 

May 28-30, 2026 – Eastern Spring Nationals – 
Indiana, PA – hosted by Shannock Valley Region 
 
June 11-13, 2026 – Southeastern Fall Nationals 
– Oak Ridge, TN – hosted by Volunteer Region  

June 15-19, 2026 – Sentimental Tour – Me-
chanicsburg, PA – hosted by Pontiac-Oakland 
Worldwide Region 
 

https://iglp5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HAmOAnuSVQh4k6RfQIlXpB443ue6KtAac42yfXJWDy75jEa5V0FQRYxC6mbwOu4rnHjFUmIw-KSqaroacyY-r8EdpvrIJJj05sKUhlvPFPyXL-b9EshX4mz2fEB0b3B00fo-0264kvjLnbEA7UAUN7obihm36bxyKE5FoYTmKtg=&c=RUOM46fDijDSWeRRnFM5eb9XckCuTLNMM5Pq03K4dEe
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Check out our clubs’ websites: 

 

https://contrabandaaca.com/ 

 

https://evangelinechapteraaca.com/ 

 

https://cenlaoldcarclub.com/ 

 

https://louisianaregion.aaca.com/ 

 

Information from Nationals: 

 

Free Region/Chapter Membership Applications: 

Four 2026 FREE membership applications have been mailed to your current 

region/chapter President.  These applications can only be used for the recruit-

ment of BRAND NEW AACA NATIONAL MEMBERS and must be signed by a region/chapter representative.  

These membership forms must be signed by September 1, 2026.  All 2025 free membership applications re-

ceived after September 1, 2025, will be applied to the 2026 member year. 

2025 I.C. Kirkham Membership Award 

The I.C. Kirham Membership Award is again up for grabs at the 2026 Annual Convention.  This award recogniz-

es the efforts of a region or chapter to grow their membership.  Entering the competition is simple.  Go to your 

copy of the Speedster that was emailed to you in September.  Fill it out with how many members you had on 

December 31, 2024, and how many members you gained in 2025. Then write up a short paragraph to share 

with us what you did in order to increase your membership and email the completed form 

to general@aaca.org. A committee will review and select the applicant with the largest percentage increase, 

along with the best narrative. The deadline to apply is December 1, 2025. 
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Is YOUR Chapter Prepared to Recruit New Members? 

 

When your region or chapter holds a local car show, that is your best op-
portunity to recruit new members. The people attending your show are 
there because they already have an interest in antique cars. If your event 
is open to non-members, those who have registered and are showing their 
cars are already willing to participate. These are the folks you should be 
engaging about how much you enjoy being an AACA member and that 
they should think about joining. 
 
Now, don’t be caught empty-handed at this point! Make sure your region/
chapter has something to hand out to potential new members. When you 
are planning your event, be sure to reach out to National Headquarters to 
get a supply of materials to help you. 
 
All of these items are available to you at no charge: 
-- AACA National Membership Brochure 
-- AACA National Membership Application 
-- Mustang Car Cutouts 
-- AACA National Military Membership Application 
 
To request a supply of these items, please email Karen  at 
kwhite@aaca.org and include your region, address where you would like 
the items mailed to and the date of your event. 

mailto:kwhite@aaca.org?subject=Region/Chapter%20request%20for%20brochures/apps
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Freddie with the man that they bought the car from 13 years 

ago.  He came to get his copy of the bottle. 

Freddie autographing a bottle foe 

Evelyn & Buddy Whitney. 

Freddie and Celeste Hebert (Lagniappe 

Chapter) had their 1961 Cadillac selected 

to be featured on the 2025 Cruisin’ the 

Coast Bourbon bottle!  What an honor!   
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2026 Membership 

Renewal Time 

It's 2026 Membership Renewal Time 

It’s our busiest time of the year here at AACA Headquarters – 

it’s membership renewal time! The first renewal notice for 

2026 dues will be included in the September/October mailing 

package of Antique Automobile. 

  

Members can also use the online renewal option on our web-

site. Renewing online is quick and easy! Just log in with your 

membership number and pin number, review the information 

currently listed on your membership record and make changes 

if necessary. Review your information one more time and click 

on credit card. Payment options include Visa, MasterCard or 

Discover. Your payment will automatically update your mem-

bership record. 

 

Antique Automobile Club of America 

(717) 534-1910; kwhite@aaca.org 
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LAGNIAPPE FALL TOUR 2025—HOUMA, LOUISIANA 
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For Sale 

1988 Avanti Convertible 

  

  
Avantis were originally manufactured by Studebaker Corp. in 1962 and 1963 as a fiberglass coupe.  When 

Studebaker ceased production, Leo Newman and Nate Altman, wealthy Studebaker dealers, bought the 

rights to the Avanti, tooling and stock to continue manufacturing the car in one of the Studebaker buildings 

in South Bend, Indiana.  They called it the Avanti II to differentiate it from the Studebaker produced cars. 

Other owners and partners continued to manufacture coupes and convertibles under Avanti Motor Corpora-

tion until 2006. As the company ran out of most Studebaker parts, they began basing the car on GM produc-

tion cars. 

This Avanti, manufactured under the “Michael Kelly Era” in Youngstown, Ohio, is based on a 1988 Chevrolet 

Monte Carlo (GM 305CID).  It is a reliable and road worthy car with 77,038 miles.  It doesn’t burn any oil and 

gets average fuel mileage.  It rides on 15” original chrome wire wheels.  The interior is in good condition. 

AACA National First Senior Award, Naples Fl in 2016. Only about 250 Avanti Convertibles ever produced. 

$20,000 Seller: Fred Duplechin, 985 803-0672 
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1957 Studebaker Silver Hawk 

289 engine, AC, like new tires, runs great, 66,300 miles 

Asking $25,000 

 

Contact Faye Drake 

Cell 337-794-5678 

fayedrake@sbcglobal.neet 
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4046 Old Marksville Hwy. 

Pineville, LA  71360 

lflass@yahoo.com 

 


