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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
 What a wonderful time we had at the 
Louisiana Tour in Gonzales on May 1st & 2nd 
hosted by the Baton Rouge club.  Friday 
started a little wet but I don’t think anyone 
was upset once we left the distillery. The 
weather was great for Saturday’s tours.  I 
want to thank Wally Waguespack and the Ba-
ton Rouge club for hosting a great tour.  
 
 On May 12th we presented a check to the 
Tioga High School Automotive Department 
for $400.  The instructor, Mr. Brian Branch, 
stated that the funds would be used to pur-
chase much needed tools. 
 
 Our next club activity will be hosting the 
Drive & Dine on June 13th at Cajun Catfish 
Buffet in Ville Platte.  Looking forward to a 
great turn out!    
 
 Hope to see everyone on June 2nd at the 
Golden Corral.  If the weather is nice drive 
your classic car to the meeting. 
 
  
   

COCC President 

Leo Dobard 

Upcoming  
Drive and Dine 

Schedule: 
 
1st quarter 2026—March 
14th, Fezzo’s in Broussard 
 Lagniappe 
 
2nd quarter 2026—June 13th 
 Cenla, Cajun Catfish 
Ville Platte 
 
3rd quarater 2026 
 Contraband 
 
4th quarter 2026 
 Evangeline 



 

 

 
 

Meeting called to order by Leo Dobard, President at 6:00 p.m.  Clarence 
Filipi led opening prayer.  Chris Stanley led the group in the pledge. 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  By Lesia Lass, motion to accept the minutes as 
published in the newsletter by Christine Drerup, seconded by Jackie Brown.  Ap-
proved by members. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  By James Lass, complete treasury report was given.  Mo-
tion to accept by Clarence Filipi and seconded by Herb Comeaux.  Approved by 
members. 
 
FAMILY NOTES:    
 
Merle Hensell will be having a hip replacement, date of surgery has not been set yet.  
A friend of Teri Comeaux’s is having health issues, and Teri asked for prayers.  Rena 
Batson will be having a heart cath.  Randy Miller called Leo and shared that he has 
cancer and will be undergoing more test in the next few days to determine treat-
ment. 
 
CLUB BUSINESS:   
Leo gave recap of the Louisiana Tour hosted by the Baton Rouge Chapter on May 1st 
& 2nd.  The tour was held in Gonzales.  Cenla had 10 members attend:  James Lass, 
Herb & Teri Comeaux, Leo Dobard, Jackie Brown, Tony King, Paul & Christine 
Drerup, Francis Taylor and Richard Kotynia.   

Donation/Scholarship:  Leo has been trying to get in touch with Brian Branch, the 
automotive instructor at Tioga High School to see if they are interested in our dona-
tion and to set up time to visit the school.  He will continue to try to make contact 
and update members. 

2nd Quarter Drive & Dine:  Lesia will send out an email asking for a headcount on 
who plans to attend the drive and dine we are hosting on June 13th at Cajun Catfish 
in Ville Platte.  Richard Kotynia contacted the restaurant already.  Meals will be $25 
per person.   
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Minutes of Meeting Continued: 

 

Car Club Upcoming Activities: 

June 13 Cenla 2nd Quarter Drive & Dine  Cajun Catfish in Ville Platte 

July 11 Classic Car Appreciation Luncheon Regatta Restaurant in Lake Arthur 

August  Contraband planning 3rd quarter drive & dine 

Sept. 18 & 19 Cenla Old Car Rally 

 

Local Car Shows: 

May 16 Cars & Coffee Pineville 

May 23 Cruisin for Kindness Pineville 

 

Car Story: 

James shared that after the state tour, he had a leak on the exhaust pipe of the Cor-
vette and will be having that looked at. 

 

50/50 Drawing: 

James Lass  won the 50/50 drawing. 

 

Motion to Adjourn: 

Herb Comeaux made motion to adjourn with Jackie Brown seconding. Leo adjourned 
the meeting. 

 

THOSE IN ATTENDANCE:  Herb & Teri Comeaux, Leo Dobard, Paul & Christine 
Drerup, Clarence & Jessie Filipi, Pam Gorden, Bill Tull, Jackie Brown, Anthony King, 
James, Richard Kotynia, Frances Taylor, Judy McClaran, Rodger & Loretta Peters, 
Chris Stanley, Bob Thomas, and Ron Trahan. 

Guest:  Jeff Strahan 
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Car Trivia: 
Q: What industry mogul described the automobile as simply “a box with a motor” to 
convey the thought, "How hard could it be?" when he attempted to diversify into an all
-new and totally different market category?  

 

A:  William C. “Billy” Durant is said to have used the simple “box with a motor” analogy 
when he personally invested in the struggling Guardian Frigerator Company in 1918, 
which later became Frigidaire. The remark signaled his confidence in his ability to expand 
from automobiles into refrigeration. General Motors would go on to own Frigidaire from 
1919 to 1979.  

 

 

 June Birthdays: 

Melissa Thompson—6/6 

Doris Raila—6/10 

Richard Humphries—6/11 

Yvon Batson—6/23 

Michael Mote—6/23 

June  Anniversaries: 

James & Doris Raila—6/1 

Barney  & Liz Ford—6/7 

Herb & Teri Comeaux—6/20 
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             CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
   
 
 
June 6  Cars & Coffee     Alexandria, LA 
June 20  Cars & Coffee     Pineville, LA 
*June 6  Spring into Summer Show   Eunice, LA 
*June 6  Krewe La Vie De Belle Parking  
     In the Pines     Dry Prong, LA  
*June 20  Rumble on the Bayou    Coushatta, LA 
*June 20  Cruisin for Christ    Oakdale, LA 
*Aug. 1  Cruisin Back in Time     Bunkie, LA 
*Sept. 26  Ruffians Car & Bike Show   Alexandria, LA 
 
 
*Flyers 
 

 
 
 

 
Knock, Knock! 

Who’s there? 

Ice Cream 

Ice cream who? 

Ice scram whenever I see a mosquito! 
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                     2026 NATIONAL TOURS 

 
 
 
May 28-30, 2026 – Eastern Spring Nationals – Indiana, PA – hosted by Shannock Valley 
Region 
 
June 11-13, 2026 – Southeastern Fall Nationals – Oak Ridge, TN – hosted by Volunteer 
Region 
 
June 15-19, 2026 – Sentimental Tour – Mechanicsburg, PA – hosted by Pontiac-Oakland 
Worldwide Region 
 
July 23-25, 2026 – Central Spring Nationals – Green Bay, WI 
 
August 19-22, 2026 – Annual Grand Nationals / Zenith Awards – Allentown, PA – 717-
534-1910 
 
September 9-14, 2026 – Founders Tour (1932-2001) – Williamsburg, VA – hosted by 
Historic VA Peninsula Region 
 
September 20-26, 2026 – Revival AAA Glidden Tour (Pre-1943) – Dover, DE 

October 6-9, 2026 – Eastern Fall Nationals – Hershey, PA – hosted by Hershey Region 
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CENLA Old Car Club donated some much needed funds to 

Rapides Parish, Tioga High School’s Automotive Department.  

Brian Branch, the department’s teacher said the funds were very 

appreciated and would go toward purchasing some much need-

ed tools.  Representing the club was Leo Dobard, James & Doris 

Raila, Herb Comeaux, and James & Lesia Lass. 
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PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

FIRST CLASS  MAIL 

     CONTACT US  
Please let us know 
about YOUR event. 
Send me your flyer 
and info:                                              

Next Week This is a non-copyrighted publication of the Cenla Old Car Club of the LA Region AACA, . 4046 Old Marksville Hwy., Pine-

ville, LA  71360.  Permission is given to reproduce any material from this newsletter provided that proper  recognition/credit 

is given.   Certain material printed in this publication may have required written permission to  be used in this  publication 

only. Any such copyrighted material is noted.                                                                                                                                                                   

www.aaca.org         www.aacamuseum.org            www.classiccarclub.org         http://local.aaca.org/louisiana       

Lesia Lass, Editor 
4046 Old Marksville 
Hwy. 
Pineville, LA  71360 
lflass@yahoo.com 

2026 COCC OFFICERS 

President:  Leo Dobard, 128 Earl Linzay Rd., Forest Hill, LA  71430 PH:  318-452-9975, 
Leo.dobard@yahoo.com 

Vice President:  Herb Comeaux  212 Reynolds Rd.  Alexandria, LA 71302    PH: 318-419-
7841   Email: comohjc1953@aol.com 

Secretary/Editor/Webmaster:  Lesia Lass 4046 Old Marksville, Pineville, LA  71360  
PH: 318-201-8683  email:  lflass@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: James Lass 4046 Old Marksville Hwy., Pineville, LA  71360 PH:  318-308-
3582, Email:  Jameslass@bellsouth.net 

Salutations Committee: Lori Stanley 1613 Emberly Oak Dr., Alexandria, LA  71301 PH: 
318-787-4680 ayservice1@gmail.com 


